Psalm & Readings Tuesday 12th January 2021

Psalm 9

| will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart;
| will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
| will be glad and exult in you;
| will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
When my enemies turned back,
they stumbled and perished before you.
For you have maintained my just cause;
you have sat on the throne giving righteous
judgement.
You have rebuked the nations, you have
destroyed the wicked;
you have blotted out their name for ever and
ever.
The enemies have vanished in everlasting ruins;
their cities you have rooted out;
the very memory of them has perished.
But the Lord sits enthroned for ever,
he has established his throne for judgement.
He judges the world with righteousness;
he judges the peoples with equity.
The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,
a stronghold in times of trouble.
And those who know your name put their trust in
you,
for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who
seek you.
Sing praises to the Lord, who dwells in Zion.
Declare his deeds among the peoples.
For he who avenges blood is mindful of them;
he does not forget the cry of the afflicted.
Be gracious to me, O Lord.
See what | suffer from those who hate me;
you are the one who lifts me up from the gates
of death,
so that | may recount all your praises,
and, in the gates of daughter Zion,
rejoice in your deliverance.
The nations have sunk in the pit that they made;
in the net that they hid has their own foot been
caught.
The Lord has made himself known, he has
executed judgement;

the wicked are snared in the work of their own
hands.
The wicked shall depart to Sheol,
all the nations that forget God.
For the needy shall not always be forgotten,
nor the hope of the poor perish for ever.
Rise up, O Lord! Do not let mortals prevail;
let the nations be judged before you.
Put them in fear, O Lord;
let the nations know that they are only human.

Amos 2

Thus says the Lord:
For three transgressions of Moab,
and for four, | will not revoke the punishment;
because he burned to lime
the bones of the king of Edom.
So | will send a fire on Moab,
and it shall devour the strongholds of Kerioth,
and Moab shall die amid uproar,
amid shouting and the sound of the trumpet;
| will cut off the ruler from its midst,
and will kill all its officials with him,
says the Lord.
Thus says the Lord:
For three transgressions of Judah,
and for four, | will not revoke the punishment;
because they have rejected the law of the Lord,
and have not kept his statutes,
but they have been led astray by the same lies
after which their ancestors walked.
So | will send a fire on Judah,
and it shall devour the strongholds of
Jerusalem.
Thus says the Lord:
For three transgressions of Israel,
and for four, | will not revoke the punishment;
because they sell the righteous for silver,
and the needy for a pair of sandals—
they who trample the head of the poor into the
dust of the earth,
and push the afflicted out of the way;



father and son go in to the same girl,
so that my holy name is profaned;
they lay themselves down beside every altar
on garments taken in pledge;
and in the house of their God they drink
wine bought with fines they imposed.
Yet | destroyed the Amorite before them,
whose height was like the height of cedars,
and who was as strong as oaks;
| destroyed his fruit above,
and his roots beneath.
Also | brought you up out of the land of Egypt,
and led you for forty years in the wilderness,
to possess the land of the Amorite.
And | raised up some of your children to be
prophets
and some of your youths to be nazirites.
Is it not indeed so, O people of Israel?
says the Lord.
But you made the nazirites drink wine,
and commanded the prophets,
saying, ‘You shall not prophesy.’
So, | will press you down in your place,
just as a cart presses down
when it is full of sheaves.
Flight shall perish from the swift,
and the strong shall not retain their strength,
nor shall the mighty save their lives;
those who handle the bow shall not stand,
and those who are swift of foot shall not save
themselves,
nor shall those who ride horses save their lives;
and those who are stout of heart among the
mighty

shall flee away naked on that day,
says the Lord.

1Cor1:18-31

For the message about the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. For it is written,
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will
thwart.’
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God decided, through
the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not
many of you were wise by human standards, not
many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; God chose what is low
and despised in the world, things that are not, to
reduce to nothing things that are, so that no
one might boast in the presence of God. He is the
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it
is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.’



