Psalm and Readings Tuesday 20th July 2021

Psalm 5

Give ear to my words, O Lord;
give heed to my sighing.
Listen to the sound of my cry,
my King and my God,
for to you | pray.
O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice;
in the morning | plead my case to you, and
watch.
For you are not a God who delights in
wickedness;
evil will not sojourn with you.
The boastful will not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evildoers.
You destroy those who speak lies;
the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful.
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast
love,
will enter your house,
| will bow down towards your holy temple
in awe of you.
Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness
because of my enemies;
make your way straight before me.
For there is no truth in their mouths;
their hearts are destruction;
their throats are open graves;
they flatter with their tongues.
Make them bear their guilt, O God,;
let them fall by their own counsels;
because of their many transgressions cast them
out,
for they have rebelled against you.
But let all who take refuge in you rejoice;
let them ever sing for joy.
Spread your protection over them,
so that those who love your name may exult in
you.
For you bless the righteous, O Lord;
you cover them with favour as with a shield.

Ezekial 18:1-20

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you
mean by repeating this proverb concerning the
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge’? As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb
shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that
all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as
the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins that shall die.

If a man is righteous and does what is lawful and
right— if he does not eat upon the mountains or
lift up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel,
does not defile his neighbour’s wife or approach a
woman during her menstrual period, does not
oppress anyone, but restores to the debtor his
pledge, commits no robbery, gives his bread to
the hungry and covers the naked with a
garment, does not take advance or accrued
interest, withholds his hand from iniquity,
executes true justice between contending
parties, follows my statutes, and is careful to
observe my ordinances, acting faithfully—such a
one is righteous; he shall surely live, says the
Lord God.

If he has a son who is violent, a shedder of
blood, who does any of these things (though his
father does none of them), who eats upon the
mountains, defiles his neighbour’s

wife, oppresses the poor and needy, commits
robbery, does not restore the pledge, lifts up his
eyes to the idols, commits abomination, takes
advance or accrued interest; shall he then live?
He shall not. He has done all these abominable
things; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon
himself.

But if this man has a son who sees all the sins that
his father has done, considers, and does not do
likewise, who does not eat upon the mountains or
lift up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel,
does not defile his neighbour’s wife, does not
wrong anyone, exacts no pledge, commits no
robbery, but gives his bread to the hungry and
covers the naked with a garment, withholds his
hand from iniquity, takes no advance or accrued



interest, observes my ordinances, and follows my
statutes; he shall not die for his father’s iniquity;
he shall surely live. As for his father, because he
practised extortion, robbed his brother, and did
what is not good among his people, he dies for his
iniquity.

Yet you say, ‘Why should not the son suffer for
the iniquity of the father?” When the son has
done what is lawful and right, and has been
careful to observe all my statutes, he shall surely
live. The person who sins shall die. A child shall
not suffer for the iniquity of a parent, nor a
parent suffer for the iniquity of a child; the
righteousness of the righteous shall be his own,
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be his
own.

2 Corinthians 11:16-end

| repeat, let no one think that | am a fool; but if
you do, then accept me as a fool, so that | too
may boast a little. What | am saying in regard to
this boastful confidence, | am saying not with the
Lord’s authority, but as a fool; since many boast
according to human standards, | will also

boast. For you gladly put up with fools, being wise
yourselves! For you put up with it when someone
makes slaves of you, or preys upon you, or takes
advantage of you, or puts on airs, or gives you a
slap in the face. To my shame, | must say, we
were too weak for that!

But whatever anyone dares to boast of —I am
speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of

that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of
Abraham? So am |. Are they ministers of Christ? |
am talking like a madman—I am a better one:
with far greater labours, far more imprisonments,
with countless floggings, and often near

death. Five times | have received from the Jews
the forty lashes minus one. Three times | was
beaten with rods. Once | received a stoning.
Three times | was shipwrecked; for a night and a
day | was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in
danger from rivers, danger from bandits, danger
from my own people, danger from Gentiles,

danger in the city, danger in the wilderness,
danger at sea, danger from false brothers and
sisters; in toil and hardship, through many a
sleepless night, hungry and thirsty, often without
food, cold and naked. And, besides other things, |
am under daily pressure because of my anxiety
for all the churches. Who is weak, and | am not
weak? Who is made to stumble, and | am not
indignant?

If I must boast, | will boast of the things that show
my weakness. The God and Father of the Lord
Jesus (blessed be he for ever!) knows that | do not
lie. In Damascus, the governor under King Aretas
set a guard on the city of Damascus in order

to seize me, but | was let down in a basket
through a window in the wall, and escaped from
his hands.



