Psalm and Readings Friday 14th January 2022
Psalm 67
GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us : and shew
us the light of his countenance, and be merciful
unto us:
That thy way may be known upon earth : thy
saving health among all nations.
Let the people praise thee, O God : yea, let all the
people praise thee.
O let the nations rejoice and be glad : for thou
shalt judge the folk righteously, and govern the
nations upon earth.
Let the people praise thee, O God : let all the
people praise thee.
Then shall the earth bring forth her increase : and
God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing.
God shall bless us : and all the ends of the world
shall fear him.

Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26
Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she
conceived and bore Cain, saying, ‘I have produced
a man with the help of the Lord.’ Next she bore
his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of
sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground. In the
course of time Cain brought to the Lord an
offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel for
his part brought of the firstlings of his flock, their
fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and
his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had
no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his
countenance fell. The Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are
you angry, and why has your countenance fallen?
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if
you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; its
desire is for you, but you must master it.’
Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let us go out to the
field.’ And when they were in the field, Cain rose
up against his brother Abel and killed him. Then
the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your brother
Abel?’ He said, ‘I do not know; am I my brother’s
keeper?’ And the Lord said, ‘What have you
done? Listen; your brother’s blood is crying out to

me from the ground! And now you are cursed
from the ground, which has opened its mouth to
receive your brother’s blood from your hand.
When you till the ground, it will no longer yield to
you its strength; you will be a fugitive and a
wanderer on the earth.’ Cain said to the Lord, ‘My
punishment is greater than I can bear! Today you
have driven me away from the soil, and I shall be
hidden from your face; I shall be a fugitive and a
wanderer on the earth, and anyone who meets
me may kill me.’ Then the Lord said to him, ‘Not
so! Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold
vengeance.’ And the Lord put a mark on Cain, so
that no one who came upon him would kill him.
Then Cain went away from the presence of the
Lord, and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.
Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son
and named him Seth, for she said, ‘God has
appointed for me another child instead of Abel,
because Cain killed him.’ To Seth also a son was
born, and he named him Enosh. At that time
people began to invoke the name of the Lord.

Matthew 22:15-33
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap
him in what he said. So they sent their disciples to
him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher,
we know that you are sincere, and teach the way
of God in accordance with truth, and show
deference to no one; for you do not regard
people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or
not?’ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?
Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they
brought him a denarius. Then he said to them,
‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They
answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them,
‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are

God’s.’ When they heard this, they were amazed;
and they left him and went away.
The same day some Sadducees came to him,
saying there is no resurrection; and they asked
him a question, saying, ‘Teacher, Moses said, “If a
man dies childless, his brother shall marry the
widow, and raise up children for his brother.”
Now there were seven brothers among us; the
first married, and died childless, leaving the
widow to his brother. The second did the same,
so also the third, down to the seventh. Last of all,
the woman herself died. In the resurrection, then,
whose wife of the seven will she be? For all of
them had married her.’
Jesus answered them, ‘You are wrong, because
you know neither the scriptures nor the power of
God. For in the resurrection they neither marry
nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in
heaven. And as for the resurrection of the dead,
have you not read what was said to you by God,
“I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob”? He is God not of the dead, but
of the living.’ And when the crowd heard it, they
were astounded at his teaching.

