Psalm and Readings Friday 5th August 2022
Psalm 17

1 Samuel 13:5-18

Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry;
give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit.
From you let my vindication come;
let your eyes see the right.

The Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty
thousand chariots, and six thousand horsemen,
and troops like the sand on the seashore in
multitude; they came up and encamped at
Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. When the
Israelites saw that they were in distress (for the
troops were hard pressed), the people hid
themselves in caves and in holes and in rocks and
in tombs and in cisterns. Some Hebrews crossed
the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul
was still at Gilgal, and all the people followed him
trembling.

If you try my heart, if you visit me by night,
if you test me, you will find no wickedness in
me;
my mouth does not transgress.
As for what others do, by the word of your lips
I have avoided the ways of the violent.
My steps have held fast to your paths;
my feet have not slipped.
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God;
incline your ear to me, hear my words.
Wondrously show your steadfast love,
O saviour of those who seek refuge
from their adversaries at your right hand.
Guard me as the apple of the eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings,
from the wicked who despoil me,
my deadly enemies who surround me.
They close their hearts to pity;
with their mouths they speak arrogantly.
They track me down; now they surround me;
they set their eyes to cast me to the ground.
They are like a lion eager to tear,
like a young lion lurking in ambush.
Rise up, O Lord, confront them, overthrow them!
By your sword deliver my life from the wicked,
from mortals—by your hand, O Lord—
from mortals whose portion in life is in this
world.
May their bellies be filled with what you have
stored up for them;
may their children have more than enough;
may they leave something over to their little
ones.
As for me, I shall behold your face in
righteousness;
when I awake I shall be satisfied, beholding
your likeness.

He waited for seven days, the time appointed by
Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and
the people began to slip away from Saul. So Saul
said, ‘Bring the burnt-offering here to me, and the
offerings of well-being.’ And he offered the burntoffering. As soon as he had finished offering the
burnt-offering, Samuel arrived; and Saul went out
to meet him and salute him. Samuel said, ‘What
have you done?’ Saul replied, ‘When I saw that
the people were slipping away from me, and that
you did not come within the days appointed, and
that the Philistines were mustering at Michmash,
I said, “Now the Philistines will come down upon
me at Gilgal, and I have not entreated the favour
of the Lord”; so I forced myself, and offered the
burnt-offering.’ Samuel said to Saul, ‘You have
done foolishly; you have not kept the
commandment of the Lord your God, which he
commanded you. The Lord would have
established your kingdom over Israel for ever, but
now your kingdom will not continue; the Lord has
sought out a man after his own heart; and the
Lord has appointed him to be ruler over his
people, because you have not kept what the Lord
commanded you.’ And Samuel left and went on
his way from Gilgal. The rest of the people
followed Saul to join the army; they went up from
Gilgal towards Gibeah of Benjamin.
Saul counted the people who were present with
him, about six hundred men. Saul, his son
Jonathan, and the people who were present with
them stayed in Geba of Benjamin; but the
Philistines encamped at Michmash. And raiders
came out of the camp of the Philistines in three
companies; one company turned towards

Ophrah, to the land of Shual, another company
turned towards Beth-horon, and another
company turned towards the mountain that looks
down upon the valley of Zeboim towards the
wilderness.

Luke 22:63-end
Now the men who were holding Jesus began to
mock him and beat him; they also blindfolded
him and kept asking him, ‘Prophesy! Who is it
that struck you?’ They kept heaping many other
insults on him.
When day came, the assembly of the elders of the
people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered
together, and they brought him to their council.
They said, ‘If you are the Messiah, tell us.’ He
replied, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I
question you, you will not answer. But from now
on the Son of Man will be seated at the right
hand of the power of God.’ All of them asked,
‘Are you, then, the Son of God?’ He said to them,
‘You say that I am.’ Then they said, ‘What further
testimony do we need? We have heard it
ourselves from his own lips!’

